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Patrons’ Foreword 
 

I am very pleased that 
this 2014 Annual 
Report shows that no 
lives were lost while 
lifesavers were on duty.   
 

Junior lifesaving, known 
as ‘Nippers’, has always 
been a strong program 
for Surf Life Saving and 
it is pleasing to see this 
program thriving in the 
NT.  Every parent wants 
their child to lead a 
happy, healthy and 
active childhood and I 
commend the group 
leaders of all clubs for 

their commitment to helping 
grow each child’s confidence by 
teaching valuable swimming 
and lifesaving skills.  By 
engaging children through the 
Nipper program you are also 
bringing these members into 
the ranks of volunteer surf 
lifesavers and spreading some 
very valuable lifesaving skills 
into our local community.   
 

This Annual Report notes that 
your sport and recreation 
activities continue to grow and 
attract acclaim. The community 
has become enthusiastically 
engaged with the Territory 
Ocean Paddling Series in which 
a wide range of paddlers and 
craft enjoyed some dry season 
competition on our beautiful 
Darwin Harbour waters.  Just 
recently you successfully 
extended your capability to 
include ‘Learn to Surf’ programs 
at the Darwin Wave Lagoon, 
providing another exciting 
recreational opportunity for 
local school children. 
 

Your members participated 

Dear Members, 
 

As Patrons of Surf Life Saving 
Northern Territory we have only 
had a brief opportunity to 
witness the great work of your 
organisation but, in this short 
time, we have gained a much 
greater appreciation of the 
great work undertaken by your 
members.  You are one of the 
most recognisable organisations 
in Australia and your motto of 
‘Vigilance and Service’ is as valid 
in the Northern Territory as 
anywhere else in our nation. 
 

The men and women who 
volunteered over three 
thousand hours of their time on 
Top End beaches and coastal 
waters during 2014 deserve 
high praise.  Congratulations to 
all the patrolling lifesavers from 
the Darwin, Mindil Beach and 
Gove Peninsula Surf Life Saving 
Clubs and to those members 
who extend their volunteer 
commitment to include the 
Offshore Rescue Boat and the 
initiative of the Wet Season 
Lifesaving Service. 
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enthusiastically in the NT Surf 
Life Saving Championships at 
Casuarina Beach in September 
and enjoyed further success at 
the North Australian 
Championships in Queensland.  
These events showcased the 
commitment by Surf Life Saving 
NT to develop a High 
Performance Squad and provide 
a strong sporting pathway 
toward elite national 
competition for local lifesavers. 
 

Finally I would like to 
congratulate the inaugural 
winner of the annual 
Administrator’s Medal for 
Outstanding Service to Surf Life 
Saving in the Northern Territory 
– Mr Bob Creek.  The Medal, 
awarded to Bob on June 3rd 
2014, recognised his 
contribution of over 20 years as 
a surf lifesaver, 11 years as your 
Territory President, and the 
awarding of Life Membership by 
his club and Surf Life Saving NT.  
He mentored many of the 
current generation of surf 
lifesavers and remains an active 
participant on the beach, on 
committees and as an 
enthusiastic competitor in 
sport.   
 

On behalf of all Territorians I 
thank you all for your 
commitment to community 
service and your bravery, skill 
and thoughtful care when 
attending to those in need. 
 

His Honour the Honourable 
John Hardy OAM 

Administrator of the Northern 
Territory 

and Mrs Marie Hardy  



Members & Supporters, 
 

2014 has been another busy and rewarding year for Surf 
Life Saving Northern Territory. I would like to thank all 
the SLSNT staff, council members, club committees and 
all the members for their efforts in keeping our beaches 
and coastal waters safe during 2014. 
 

2014 saw an unprecedented level of engagement with 
the Territory community, with State Centre, our Search 
and Rescue team, clubs and surf sports all contributing 
to the health, safety and wellbeing of Territorians. Many  
of the activities will be covered later in this Annual 
Report, however, I would like to have a special mention 
of a few of those activities. 
 

Unfortunately, in the 2014 wet season, we had two 
drownings on local Darwin beaches which lead to 
intense discussion within the community and between 
the Northern Territory Government and SLSNT.  We 
proposed to trial a new initiative – a ‘Wet Season 
Lifesaving Service’, to patrol the most frequented 
coastal areas around Darwin and this was trialled in 
early 2014.  Our major goal was to improve the water 
safety awareness of the public engaging in aquatic 
recreation at this time of the year.  Additionally we were 
well positioned to provide an emergency response if 
required.  
 

This initiative demonstrated the solid relationship we 
have with the NT Government and their recognition of 
us as leaders in coastal water safety and rescue. Support 
from Surf Life Saving Australia, in the form of 

President 

additional Black Spot Funding has enabled this trial to 
become one of our operational capabilities in the 
2014/2015 wet season. I am pleased to report there is 
evidence in our data of increased awareness and 
compliance with stinger protective clothing, crocwise 
behaviours and general awareness of environmental 
hazards such as tidal currents and wet season storms. An 
important next step will be the proposal of a Code of 
Conduct for those engaged in wet season aquatic 
recreation and of course their input to that Code. 
 

Accepting the Presidency of SLSNT in March took me 
to Perth in April for my first Surf Life Saving Australia 
Board of Directors meeting. It is impressive that we are 
unquestionably considered an equal partner in the Surf 
Life Saving family with recognition that our relatively 
small jurisdiction is thriving and continues to be 
innovative in the areas of Lifesaving & Surf Sports. The 
unique timing of our season enables SLSNT and its 
clubs, to trial new innovations in Surf Life Saving and 
our feedback is considered invaluable in enhancing new 
policies, procedures and other innovations.  We also 
reciprocate through our members and staff engaging 
very proactively with a wide range of national 
committees and forums.  Thanks are extended to SLSA 
President, Graham Ford, and his national team for their 
strong support, interest and engagement in our activities. 
 

Sport is woven into that colourful red and yellow 
tapestry we call Surf Life Saving.  It keeps our lifesavers 
fit and skilled for lifesaving duties, provides pathways 
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Wet Season Lifesaving Service 
Despite two tragic wet season drownings there is considerable aquatic recreation during the monsoon.  

If an incident occurs we are ‘rescue-ready’! 



 

President cont’d... 

Surf Life Saving Northern Territory (Inc)      4             2014 Annual Report 

into elite sports and promotes the networking that 
enhances the social fabric featured in all successful 
sports. Sport is an integral aspect of our strategic 
planning.  It continues to attract and retain members and 
enhances our capability to provide lifesaving services 
engagement with the community.  I had the opportunity 
to see the performance of our NT athletes at the 2014 
Australian Championships on Scarborough Beach and 
witness their fantastic results - my congratulations to all 
the athletes and their coaches. Our athletes also 
competed at the North Australian Championships in 
Mackay, Queensland where we undoubtedly dominated 
the events we entered.  
 

In local sport the Territory Ocean Paddling Series 
(TOPS) continues to grow with many different 
organisations and individuals now participating. 
Outriggers, dragon boaters, kayakers, rowers as well as 
our own surf boat rowers and ski paddlers and fast 
growing fleet of stand-up paddle boards now look 
forward to the challenging courses, the socialising 
afterwards and the knowledge that they have 
professionally trained and equipped surf life savers 
overseeing their safety. This series has given many 
paddlers and rowers opportunities to enjoy their 
favourite activity in the safest environment possible in 
the Top End. 
 

A particularly successful SLSNT sporting program has 
been the formation of the High Performance Squad and 
the appointment of a High Performance Coach.  With 
national recognition of the calibre of our local athletes 
we are now engaged with arrangements for extended 
competition and training experiences delivered through 
clubs in other states.  These arrangements will challenge 
some traditional concepts of how we deliver ‘surf 
sports’ but it is a challenge worth considering if our 
youth are to have the opportunity to become elite 
athletes while retaining their Top End roots and their 
local club affiliation. 
 

In 2014, the former NT Administrator and Patron of 
SLSNT, Her Honour the Honourable Sally Thomas AM, 
bestowed on SLSNT the prestigious Administrator’s 
Medal for Outstanding Service to Surf Life Saving 
Northern Territory.  The Administrator’s Medal is a 
cherished legacy of Her Honour’s patronage and will be 
an annual award.  Former President Robert (Bob) Creek 
was the inaugural recipient of the award – a most 
deserved recognition for the many years Bob dedicated 
to Surf Life Saving, at a club, Territory and national 
level.  He can be aptly described as the architect of 
SLSNT as a 21st Century lifesaving organisation.   

 

Our marine search and rescue capability, both inshore 
and within the immediate sea areas around Darwin, are 

Above: The  former Administrator and Patron of SLSNT, Her Honour the Honourable Sally Thomas AM, is pictured 
(L-R) with Mr Duncan McNeill, (Joint Patron), SLSNT President Andrew McGuiness,  

Administrator’s medal Awardee Bob Creek and SLSA President Graham Ford.  
 



 

...President cont’d  

second to none. We have an excellent working 
relationship with Northern Territory Water Police, 
assisting with marine search and rescue where we have a 
24/7 response capability that augments the capabilities 
of the Water Police. SLSNT is also represented on the 
NT Water Safety Advisory Council where we engage 
with other water safety agencies and recreational users 
to enhance public education and safety in Territory 
waters. 
 

Much of what we have achieved could not be possible 
without our valued sponsors and supporters and they are 
listed on the back page of this report.  Please consider 
them whenever you need the type of services or products 
they provide as their support demonstrates a strong 
community conscience and their tangible support is 
sincerely appreciated.  
 

During the last year, it became quite clear that our 
current constitution did not meet our organisational 
needs and required a major review. This was discussed 
in several forums and at our 2015 conference, the 
composition of our management group was one of the 
major focus of the review. From the conference, a new 
constitution has been drafted that should direct our 
organization into the future, give us the flexibility to be 
innovative and provide us with the opportunity to 
develop the skills base of our board to lead us into the 
future.  I commend this initiative to the clubs.  
 

July 2015 will see our current Chief Executive Officer, 
Tony Snelling, and his lovely wife and Education 
Manager, Julie, move on with life after SLS Northern 
Territory. I say “life” as they both do live and breathe 
Surf Life Saving and their 8 years in the organisation 
has been immensely successful. They have overseen and 
been a major part of managing the growth and expansion 
of SLSNT in those years and have also maintained a 
considerable volunteer commitment.  They will be 
greatly missed by the surf family in the Northern 
Territory and, on behalf of all members, I wish them a 
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happy and healthy ‘next phase’. 
 

My year as President followed four years as Treasurer 
which gave me considerable insight into the operations 
of SLSNT.  Nevertheless, stepping up as President has 
been both challenging and rewarding and I am delighted 
this Annual Report showcases our amazing members 
and our many successes. I had planned on renominating 
for President but it is with sincere regret that, due to 
personal reasons, I will be unable to put my hand up.    
 

I am deeply grateful to everyone for their support and 
cooperation during my tenure as President.  I step aside 
with the confidence that my successor inherits a very 
robust organisation full of wonderful ‘Can Do’ people 
providing a great service to our community and I wish 
every success to those entrusted with the future 
leadership and management of this great organisation. 
  

Andrew McGuiness 
President 

Above: 2014 NT Championships at Casuarina Beach.  
‘Sport is woven into the tapestry we call Surf Life Saving.  It keeps our lifesavers fit and skilled for lifesaving duties, provides path-

ways into elite sports and promotes the networking that enhances the social fabric featured in all successful sports.’  



Members, 
  

Surf Life Saving NT continues to record a significant 
contribution to the Northern Territory community as a 
major coastal water safety, drowning prevention and 
rescue authority.   
 

Since being incorporated in January 1991 our members 
have always shown enormous volunteer commitment 
to the iconic movement  we call Surf Life Saving.  We 
belong to clubs that offer mateship, education, unique 
experiences and a vital community service and we are 
selflessly inclusive and accepting. We take great pride in 
the delivery of lifesaving services at local beaches, 
training programs, lifeguard services, marine rescue 
operations and a range of dynamic sporting activities 
with participation from members and the wider 
community.  We encourage everyone to share our 
positive ‘can do’ attitude. 
 

New Strategic Plan 
In 2014 the Surf Life Saving NT ‘Council’ adopted a new 
2014-16 strategic business plan.  This plan aligns with 
Surf life Saving Australia’s current planning for the 
future recognises the positive contribution we make to 
public aquatic safety and the areas of sport, recreation 
and youth development. The plan reminds us not to 
lose sight of our important role in preventing coastal 
deaths and injuries in the Top End and it acknowledges 
that we have the know-how, skills and the commitment 
to make our coastal aquatic environments safer – our 
beaches and local coastal waters in particular.   
 

For Surf Life Saving NT, despite only adopting our 
strategic plan in mid-2014, I am pleased to report 
excellent progress on a range of important outcomes 
and this is shown under the following four major 
headings of our plan.   
 

1  Extend lifesaving coverage to match         
community needs 
During 2014 we consolidated our 24x7 service provision 
model by utilising the Telstra 13SURF service and a 
small group of dedicated Duty Officers.  Our response 
time to calls from agencies such as the NT Water Police 
and the Darwin Port Corporation has been exemplary 
and has been a major factor in shaping our reputation 
for reliability and a responsive emergency service. 
 

The next strategic step is to improve radio coverage for 
our lifesavers and SAR Team members and the 
assistance of the SLSA Blackspot Funding program and 
Telstra is acknowledged as we move toward Radio Over 
Internet Protocol (ROIP) systems and digital VHF radios. 
 

Following two tragic drownings in the Nightcliff-Rapid 

Chief Executive Officer 
Creek area early 
in 2014 our 
lifesavers are to 
be commended 
for responding 
with a Wet 
Season Lifesaving 
Service.  
Although this 
service provides 
an emergency 
response its main 
goal is the 
prevention of 
injury.  Our 
members have 
been extremely 
valuable in educating those members of the public who 
choose to recreate during the wet season - notably the 
surfers, Stand Up Paddleboarders and Kite Surfers - and 
they have expressed their deep appreciation on many 
occasions for this volunteer-based service. 
 

2  Develop our people 
2015 has seen a focus on coaching and this year we 
commenced the transfer of all existing coaches into the 
Australian Sports Commission’s new National Coaching 
Accreditation Scheme.  The goal is to transition all NT 
coaches into this scheme in 2015. 
 

We also were very ably represented at the SLSA 
National Leadership College in Sydney by Bridget Riggs 
(Feb 2014) and Kiah Hazel (Feb 2015).  This week-long 
course is always highly valued by the participants and 
plays a significant role in developing our future leaders.  
 

Member development is also recognised in our annual 
Awards of Excellence when we salute the contribution 
of members to Surf Life Saving NT.  Every awardee 
listed in this Annual Report has a passionate 
commitment to Surf Life Saving. We also issued three 
Lifesaving Commendations - two  team awards and one 
individual.   
 

3  Long term sustainability 
Good governance and effective leadership are essential 
to our long term sustainability.  The SLSNT peak 
governing body, the ‘Council’ is of critical importance 
and Council membership is recorded on the inside 
cover of this report.  Additionally, sincere appreciation 
is extended to the volunteer members who gave up 
their time to conduct the business of SLSNT through the 
Finance & Budget Committee and the Boards of 
Competition, Development and Lifesaving.    
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...Chief Executive Officer cont’d 

During the year we established stronger links with the 
NT Government’s Marine Safety Branch and the Water 
Police unit of the NT Police. These relationships are 
important to SLSNT as we strive to reinforce our 
credibility and relevance as a community-based 
emergency service.   
 

SLSNT is also a member of the Bureau of Meteorology’s 
Marine Consultative Committee and maintains a regular 
contribution to water safety in the Territory through 
our active membership of the NT Water Safety Advisory 
Council, a peak advisory group to the NT Government.   
Appreciation is extended to the Chairperson, Mrs 
Daphne Read, and the Advisory Council members for 
their support throughout the year. 
 

Clubs have received valuable direct assistance for 
lifesaving resources through a new Federal Government 
initiative - the Beach Safety Equipment Fund. SLSNT has 
also provided a set of new lifejackets to clubs and the 
SAR Team to comply with newly adopted national 
policies and standards.  
 

4  Involve all Australians and make a valued 
contribution to Australian society 
We Surf Life Saving makes a difference in many 
people’s lives – our members, our customers, our 
sponsors  and the general public who need our help, 
love to support us and enjoy participating in our public 
lifesaving and sports programs.  We contribute in a 
strong positive way to society in the Northern Territory 
by: 

Hundreds of people gaining high levels of lifesaving 
and resuscitation skill 

Promoting a healthy, active lifestyle 
Developing youth to become great citizens 
Engaging indigenous youth  

 

In 2014 the demand for outdoor education activities 
was enhanced by our ‘Surf n Save lives program and, at 
the end of the year we registered the business name 
‘Surfing NT’ as we prepared to launch our learn-to-surf 
program.  Schools appreciate our challenging, skill-
based activities and our programs are very well 
received, especially by teenagers, who need physical 
achievement and challenge in their lives.   
 

Thanks must also go to our clubs for conducting or 
supporting popular community sporting events such as 
triathlon events, Darwin’s Fannie Bay Classic Swim 
(Darwin SLSC), BeerCan Regatta (Mindil Beach SLSC), 
Beach Volleyball (Gove Peninsula SLSC) and multi-
discipline adventure races such as Blood Sweat & Fears 
(Mindil Beach SLSC). 
 

 

Appreciation 
We are a team and we need lots of help and support 
from a wide range of Government and private sector 
agencies - all our recognised on the back page of this 
report.   
 

Our SLSNT staff are a very dedicated group. During the 
year we employed 38 staff in full-time, part-time or 
casual positions - mainly as managers, lifeguards, kiosk 
staff and educators.  Finance Officer Suzette Moore 
joined us in November 2013 and brings a high level of 
professional knowledge and skill to her role.  Sam 
Edwards is fantastic ‘can do’ Sports Manager and 
Education Development Officer - if we could bottle his 
energy and enthusiasm we’d make millions!  My wife, 
Julie, keeps our Training & Development activities at a 
high level of professionalism and liaises closely with 
SLSA and other State Centres. She also uses her skills to 
support all of our business areas.  Our Lifeguard 
Manager, Trevor Radburn leads a very capable group of 
multi-skilled lifeguards and our Waterfront Kiosk 
Supervisors Sussi Elvborn, Maree Woodroffe and Taco 
Zahra  run an excellent team providing the Kiosk point-
of-sale service for Wave Lagoon patrons.  Unfortunately 
Maree leaves us after four years service and we wish 
her well in her new nursing career. 
 
 

Surf Life Saving Australia have been very supportive and 
sincere appreciation is extended to the President, 
Graham Ford, the CEO Greg Nance and all SLSA staff. 
 

Our overall performance during 2014 was impressive 
despite a challenging economic climate but there is no 
doubt that our biggest asset is our volunteers – they are 
awesome!   
 

This is my last Annual Report in the role of CEO.  Since 
my wife and I joined SLSNT in April 2007 we have 
gained enormous respect for tropical lifesavers, 
enjoyed the challenge of growing the business, lived  
experiences we shall always treasure and made many 
life-long friends.  I am very grateful for the opportunity 
to serve as CEO and fortunate to work with two 
excellent Presidents—Bob Creek and Andrew 
McGuiness.   
 

I wish everyone associated with SLSNT a bright, happy 
and successful future and the continued enjoyment of 
being part of Surf Life Saving in the NT. 
 
 
 

Tony Snelling 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Members, 
 

Every year we achieve a great deal with limited 
resources. Surf Life Saving in the Northern Territory is 
four clubs, supported by a state centre, with lifesaving 
services on beaches in Darwin and Gove Peninsula and 
beyond.  We have developed an impressive search and 
rescue capability in and around Darwin Harbour 
complemented by accredited education programs and 
lifeguard services at Mindil Beach and the Darwin 
Waterfront.  
 

We can all be proud that ‘no lives were lost between 
the flags’ during 2014. Our other top line statistics 
demonstrate the impressive contribution made by our 
members during the year:  

180 Rescues 
20 Major First Aid  
231 Preventative Actions 
2 Beach Closures 

 

This report pulls together lifesaving information from 
our clubs, the SLSNT SAR Team and our Education 
programs and fills in the detail behind these statistics. 
 

Recognition and Awards 
All of our volunteer lifesavers and professional 
lifeguards do an outstanding job, however every year 
we recognise some of those who make an extraordinary 
contribution through lifesaving awards and 
commendations: 

 Lifeguard of the Year: Tom MacMillan 

 Trainer of the Year: Tony Snelling 

 Assessor of the Year: Bernie Nixon 

 U17 Lifesaver of the Year: Luke Marcroft 

 U19 Lifesaver of the Year: Madelaine Barnett 

 Lifesaver of the Year: Aaron Cochrane 

 Volunteer of the Year: Alison Montgomery 
 

Lifesaving Commendations 
Our Lifesaving Commendations recognise outstanding 
acts of lifesaving skill.  In 2014 one individual 
commendation and two team commendations were 
issued as follows. 
 

INDIVIDUAL: Bintang Daly was commended for his 
actions following a severe car accident on a dirt road 
near the Gove Airport. Using skills learned as a member 
of the Gove Peninsula SLSC, Bintang applied first aid to 
two badly injured young women and then, despite his 
own injuries, ran 2.4km to seek further help. All made a 
full recovery. 
 

TEAM: Sam Edwards and Trevor Radburn, members of 
the SLSNT SAR Team, were commended for their rapid 
response in aid of a PWC (jetski) operator aground on 
East Point Reef. In failing light, and wearing full Stinger 
protective clothing, Sam and Trevor used a Rescue 
Jetski to pull the exhausted man and his PWC to safety 
before transfer to the Offshore Rescue Boat ‘Westpac 
Rescue 1’. 
 

TEAM: Australian Lifeguard Service members Glenn 
Collins, Matt Fox, Josh Dickman and Luke Marcroft, 

Lifesaving 

L-R: Alison Montgomery and Emma Koch prepare to launch an IRB for water safety duty  
at the NT Open Water Swimming Championships at Lake Bennett. 



...Lifesaving  cont’d 

received a Lifesaving Commendation for a fast, effective 
rescue and resuscitation of a man at the Darwin Wave 
Lagoon in August. The team applied repeated CPR and 
Defibrillation and were commended by ambulance 
paramedics.  The man made a full recovery. 
 

Clubs 
The dedication shown by our volunteers, on and off the 
beach, represents a huge amount of time and effort 
and thanks goes to everyone who has helped keep our 
beaches safe over 2014. Members contributed a total 
of 3,503 patrol hours performed through local beach 
patrols, providing aquatic safety at community events 
and through the SAR Team. Our commitment to aquatic 
safety at community events is very impressive and 
included: 
 

 Triathlons 

 Harmony Day at the Darwin Waterfront 

 BeerCan Regatta at Mindil Beach 

 Nhulunbuy Beach Volleyball Day 

 Swimming NT’s Open Water Swimming Series 

 Darwin’s Fannie Bay Swim Classic 

 Adventure Races  - Blood Sweat & Fears 

 Territory Ocean Paddling Series (TOPS) 

 Various school and 
community group excursions 
 

Our patrols and the water 
safety activities we perform 
demonstrate how Surf 
Lifesaving actively encourages 
its members to maintain and 
improve their training and skills. 
This is largely achieved through 
the efforts of our Trainers and 
Assessors and their dedicated 
efforts are essential and deeply 
appreciated.    
 

Search and Rescue Team 
(SAR Team) 
The SLSNT Offshore Rescue Boat 
Westpac Rescue 1 completed 
another successful year of 
operation, continuing to deliver 
on its primary search and 
rescue role while working with 
and providing support for 
outside agencies such as 
AeroRescue, NT Water Police, 
Customs, RAAF SAR Helicopter, 
AIMS and Careflight. Westpac 
Rescue 1 and the SAR team 
maintain a strong reputation for 

speed of response and the skills and professionalism of 
the SAR team members. In 2014 the SAR Team 
recorded: 

 14 Rescues & vessel recoveries 

 118 SAR Exercises 

 715 Volunteer hours 
 

Plans are well advanced for the replacement of 
Westpac Rescue 1.  We are very grateful for the 
ongoing support of Westpac and grants from the NT 
Disaster Resilience Volunteer Fund and the SLSA 
Blackspot program. 
 

National Involvement 
The SLSNT continues to make a significant contribution 
to lifesaving at the national level through our 
involvement in a number of key committees.  
 

Areas that SLSNT members have contributed to 
nationally include: 

 ‘Public Safety & Aquatic Rescue Manual’ 34th 
Edition - Membership of the Editorial Team (Tony 
Snelling) and the Advisory Group (Alan Cross, Bernie 
Nixon, Julie Snelling). 

 Development of national gear and equipment 
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Above: Isla McCaw gets ready to launch the Seadoo 155GTi RWC.  

‘Our commitment to aquatic safety at community events is very impressive’. 



 

Lifesaving  cont’d... 
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standards (Trevor Radburn, Alan Cross) especially 
ongoing work around Lifejackets and helmets. 

 

Wet Season Patrol 
In February 2014 SLSNT commenced the trial operation 
of a Wet Season patrol. With an increasing number of 
people using the water during the wet season the trial 
was initiated in response to recent drownings.  
 

The aim of the trial was primarily to gather data on 
beach usage during the wet season and to determine 
the potential effectiveness of a roving patrol along the 
Nightcliff and Casuarina foreshore. Patrol members 
also provided information on the risks of using the 
water during the wet season. 
 

Coordinated by State Centre and manned by volunteers 
from Darwin and Mindil clubs the trial received strong 
positive feedback and has received SLSA funding to 
continue in the 2014 / 2015 wet season. 
 

Farewell and thanks 
Having moved to Western Australia during 2014 I am 

unable to continue as the Director of Lifesaving in 2015. 
In stepping down as Director I want to thank everyone 
who has contributed to Surf Lifesaving in the NT in the 
past year, and in my time as Director; for the volunteers 
who give up their time and for the paid staff, who go 
over and above.  
 

I am confident that Surf Lifesaving in the NT will 
continue to grow and develop and will strive to keep 
our beaches safe. Have fun, and see you on the beach! 
 

Alan Cross 
Director of Lifesaving 

 

“Our patrols and the water safety 
activities we perform demonstrate 
how Surf Lifesaving actively encour-
ages its members to maintain and 
improve their training and skills.” 

“Westpac Rescue 1 and the SAR team 
have maintained a strong reputation 
for speed of response and their skills 
and professionalism” 



Lifeguard Services 
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Darwin Waterfront 
Lifeguard Service 
 

The Darwin Waterfront Precinct is one of the 
Territory’s premier recreational attractions. It is a 
fresh, modern destination for anyone who wants to 
relax and cool off with a swim and our lifeguard 
service plays a critically important role in making the 
aquatic facilities safe band enjoyable.  The aquatic 
facilities are extremely popular with locals and visitors 
from interstate and overseas as well as a range of 
school and sporting groups.  Providing a safe 
environment for everyone is our goal.  

During 2014 we completed a full review of our 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and we are 
confident our surveillance and rescue readiness is 
without peer in the Northern Territory. 
 

Our lifeguards all meet the stringent nationally 
accredited training standards of SLSA’s Australian 
Lifeguard Service as follows:  

  

 SLSA Bronze Medallion 

 Certificate II in Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue) 

 Advanced Resuscitation Techniques Certificate 

 Spinal Management Certificate 

 First Aid Certificate 
 

In 2014 we plan to qualify most of our lifeguards with 
the Certificate III in Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue)   
 

We continue to expand our lifeguard education 
program with lifeguards gaining advanced qualifications 
in pain management and underwater search and 
rescue.  Our professional development program  
provides a deeper understanding of advanced first aid, 
drowning and lifeguard research. 
 

The Wave Lagoon attracts people of all ages. It is not 
uncommon to have several thousand people visit the 
precinct in one day and to have over 300 patrons in the 
Wave Lagoon water body at the same time.  In these 
conditions lifeguard surveillance is critically important 
and is achieved by: 

 a 30 minute lifeguard rotation system 

 control of wave energy in response to patron 
numbers  

 frequent preventative actions  

 immediate communication of issues via VHF radio 
  

We are one of the most active lifeguarding services in 
Australia and during 2014 our major statistics were: 
 

292   Rescues 
1,206  First Aid Treatments 

4,446  Preventative Actions 
1,867  Cassiopea Andromeda Jellyfish removed 
35   Missing people (all found!) 
7   Incidents requiring Ambulance  

 

The Waterfront Precinct continued to be a very popular 
venue and the Lifeguards were essential for a range of 
major public events including: 
  

New Year’s Eve Fireworks Spectacular  
Harmony Day 
Splashfest - a major NT water safety initiative 
Open Water Swim Series (3 events) 
School Holiday programs  
Promotional events 

  

Lifeguards need knowledge, skills and fitness.  Our 
rescue-ready fitness is required to be tested annually 
but  our lifeguard team commits to a 3-4 month cycle of 
testing to maintain the highest possible standards.  The 
‘Lifeguard Mission’, a continuous challenge 
comprising... Swim 400m - Run 800m - Board Paddle 
400m - Run 800m, in less than 23 minutes.   

  

Our exchange program with the Singapore Life Saving 
Society and Sentosa Island Lifeguard Service is 
extremely beneficial and we look forward to their visit 
in early 2015. 
 

I would like to thank my staff and my interstate 
counterparts and SLSA staff their support and advice. 
Between us we accomplish a great deal in a range of 
areas ranging from policy development to equipment 
trials. 
 

Trevor Radburn 
Lifeguard Manager 

 
  

All lifeguards attained additional qualifications in 2014 
through our professional development program. 



 

Lifeguard Services cont’d…. 
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Mindil Beach Lifeguard Service 
 

Mindil Beach is one of Darwin’s most popular natural 
locations.  It is located close to Darwin’s city centre and 
is home to a Casino, the colourful Mindil Beach Markets 
twice a week, and a number of high profile public 
events such as Territory Day Fireworks and the annual 
BeerCan Regatta.   
  

The Mindil Beach Lifeguard Service is provided under 
contract to the Darwin City Council during the ‘dry 
season’ months of June-September, and operates every 
afternoon Monday-Saturday. 
  

During 2014 the Lifeguard Service recorded: 
 

 2 rescues 

 44,733 Beach Visitations 

 5,649 swimmers/bathers 

 20 first aid cases 

 2,624 preventative actions 

 4 Emergency Calls (Police, Fire & Ambulance) 

 3,685 Local Government Ordinance Controls 
  

Swimming at local beaches in the dry season appears to 
be increasing in popularity.  In 2011 we recorded 2,720 
swimmers/bathers but this figure has more than 
doubled in three years.  
 

Our lifeguards all meet the stringent nationally 
accredited training standards of SLSA’s Australian 
Lifeguard Service as follows:  

  

 SLSA Bronze Medallion 

 Certificate II in Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue) 

 Advanced Resuscitation Techniques Certificate 

 Spinal Management Certificate 

 First Aid Certificate 
 

It is noteworthy that lifeguards are always willing to 
respond to emergencies even when they are off-duty.  
Two Crocodile sightings by members of the public early 
in the morning triggered a fast response by our 
lifeguards and members of the public on all Fannie Bay 
beaches were kept warned to stay back from the 
shoreline. 
  

No Box Jellyfish (Chironex sp) were caught during 
Stinger Drags during Lifeguard hours in 2014 and no Box 
Jellyfish stings were recorded.    
  

The public love Mindil Beach - locals and visitors alike.  
They are often surprised when they see people in the 
water during the dry season and it appears that many 
visitors are told swimming is not permitted. To help the 
public the SLSA Beachsafe website has been upgraded 
and we are using technology on the beach that has a 
direct interface with the website. 
  

For 2015 we need an elevated lookout position (Croc 
Tower!) with some permanent shade, Public Education 
board and a reference point for emergency services to 
respond to quickly. 
  

Congratulations to the City of Darwin for their wisdom 
in providing the Lifeguard service at this iconic Top End 
location and to all our lifeguards for their commitment 
to providing an excellent service. 
 

Tony Snelling 
CEO  

Left:  It’s the start of the Stinger 
Season and lifeguards Kiah 
Hazel and Trevor Radburn are 
interviewed by National 
Geographic channel on Mindil 
Beach about our deadly 
Chironex fleckeri (Box Jellyfish) 



Members, 
 

It is with great pleasure I present to you the 2014 SLSNT 
competition report. Surf Life Saving NT has a proud 
history with many sporting achievements from 
members contributing to the success of our volunteer 
organisation. 2014 has been a vital year in the 
development of the SLSNT High Performance Squad, 
interstate and interclub competition along with the 
expansion of TOPS and the Sunset Board Paddling 
series.  I trust you will enjoy reading the following 
report and take pride in the achievements. 
 

2015 Northline Interstate Team  
The 2015 Northline Interstate Team performed 
exceptionally well at the Interstate Championships in 
Sydney on Friday 23rd of January.  The team of talented 
lifesavers faced tough competition from the other six 
states and was challenged with a large shore break on 
competition day.  
 

We were incredibly proud of Under 17s - Tahni Gordon, 
Luke Marcroft, Noah Marcroft, Mitch Hardy, Chad 
Blenkinship.  Our Under 19s included Matt Fox, whilst in 
the Opens we were proudly represented by Kiah Hazel 
and Team Coach Skip Hall.   
 

The Management team consisted of Coach – Skip Hall; 
Manager – Sam Edwards; Assistant Coach Craig Holden.  
I will also mention the ongoing support from our friends 
at Surf Life Saving Queensland who helped us along the 
way and all of our Southern drafts who compete for us 
with such enthusiasm. Hayden Lester, Soraya Scott, 
Finlay Cavanagh, Zoe Breitkreutz, Meahgan Cass, Cody 
Roth all from north Queensland. Tim Schofield, Laura 
Shorter, Maddison Prior and Tahnee Flemming - our 
drafts from NSW.    
 

Surf Life Saving Northern Territory (Inc)      13             2014 Annual Report 

Competition 

Since the formation of the NT Interstate Team our 
competition standard has grown in leaps and bounds 
producing high quality elite surf lifesavers the NT can be 
proud to support. I would like to encourage all clubs to 
support your athletes in developing their skills and 
strengthen surf competition in the NT for years to come.  
 

SLSA has been working with all states to boost the 
profile of the Interstates and was successful in re-
invigorating the event. In a surf sport first the 2015 SLSA 
Interstate Championships was streamed live via SLSA’s 
website across the net so spectators could tune in from 
home. SLSA have been working hard on the 
development of surf sports and will be live streaming all 
national events in 2015. Along with the live stream SLSA 
has changed the interstates format into a surf league 
series with the addition of a power play factor and 
slightly altered course structure. The Pool component 
has been separated from the surf events and a review of 
the handicap system has been completed. As Director of 
Competition I look forward to the future of the 
interstate competition and commend SLSA on their 
continued work with surf sports.  
 

Territory Ocean Paddling Series (TOPS) 
SLSNT’s inaugural series of paddling and rowing events 
for the 2014 season, the Territory Ocean Paddling Series 
was highly successful with another round of competition 
being added to the series in a sprint format.  
 

Each event offered a short course and a long course 
with categories that include sea kayaks, dragon boats, 
ocean skis, outrigger canoes, stand up paddle boards, 
surf skis and surf boats. The addition of a sprint event to 
the TOPS series was welcomed by all and hailed as a 
success. Both competitors and spectators have asked 
for an additional sprint event to be held in 2015.  

Interstate Team:  Mitch Hardy  cruises to the finish line in the U17 Ski Race. 



 

TOPS 1 – Sun 18th May: Mindil  to East Point & return 
TOPS 2 – Sun 1st June: Mindil sprint challenge  
TOPS 3 – Sat 5th July: Nightcliff Loop 
TOPS 4 – Sun 24th August: Mandorah Classic 
TOPS 5 – Sat 13th September: Casuarina Circuit  
 

The first two events attracted over 40 paddlers in each 
event and were hailed as a success only for the final 3 
events to outshine them with steady participant 
increases for the Mandorah paddle and series final.  
 

The first even sprint challenge was held on Mindil 
Beach Sunday 1st June kicking off the official start to the 
lifesaving season. The sprint race pitted class against 
class with a record number of athletes registering for 
the second event. SLSNT has been partitioned to add 
another sprint event into the 2015 TOPS series. 
 

The final TOPS event was held Saturday morning, 14th 
September at Casuarina Beach and, after the results 
were calculated, the following winners were 
announced: 
 

Surf Ski Senior Male - Skip Hall 
Surf Ski Senior Female - Kiah Hazel 
Surf Ski Junior Male - Mitch Hardy 
Surf Ski Junior Female - Tahni Gordon 
Surf Ski Masters Male - Tony Snelling 
Surf Ski Masters Female - Moira Wigley 
Double Ski - Double Trouble 
SUP Senior Male - Adam Small 
SUP Senior Female -  Catherine Orme 
SUP Masters Female  - Yolanda Griffen 
SUP Masters Male - Geoff James 
Plastic Ski/ Kayak Senior Male - Peter Brooks 
Plastic Ski/ Kayak Senior Female - Erica Garcia 
Plastic Ski/ Kayak Masters -  Daniel Eakins 
Outrigger OC1 - Ray Hall & Rod Haritos 
Outrigger OC2 - Moria Stronach & Lisa Paio 
Outrigger 0C6 - Darwin Outriggers   
Surf Boats - Bradbury Stingers 

 

Competition cont’d... 

 

A special mention to the Arafura Outriggers for the 
competition and Alistair Burns who was a standout in 
his personal skull.  
 

Some thanks are richly deserved – Firstly, Inpex for 
sponsoring the event making the TOPS series possible.  
Darwin Port Corporation, Blast Paddles, Mango Racing, 
Bennett, EPIC, Sports Centre and Fun Supply. Without 
the support from our valuable sponsors the TOPS series 
would not have been as successful.  
 

Finally last but not least, our fantastic Water Safety 
volunteers who make our event safe for all 
competitors. Without out water safety the TOPS series 
would not be possible.  
 

IRB Racing 
The NT IRB Champs were held on Sunday afternoon, 
29th of June 2014 at Mindil Beach. This was a chance for 
our local IRB teams to show off their hard work 
preparing for the nationals and it was obvious that our 
local members continue to excel and develop in this 
exciting sporting discipline—an important legacy of the 
development programs that lead to SLSNT hosting the 
National IRB Champs in 2013.  
 

Interstate IRB Championships 
At the Interstate IRB championships at Kingscliff Beach 
NSW,  on 18th July 2014, we were represented by  a 
very skilled and versatile team - Sam Edwards, Wayne 
McMahon, Skip Hall, Rebecca De-Grandi, Mitch Hardy, 
Matt Fox, Noah Marcroft, Kiah Hazel, Luke Marcroft, 
Alison Montgomery , Emma Koch and Tahni Gordon. 
 

These members competed against the best of the best 
in Australia and have represented the NT with pride 
and outstanding results. Our open women broke 
through to the quarter-finals in the straight rescue with 
a brilliant team consisting of Alison Montgomery, 
Emma Koch and Tahni Gordon. 
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Ready for a start!  An impressive variety of craft line up for a start in the third event  
of the Territory Ocean Paddling Series (TOPS 3) at Nightcliff Beach. 



 

Overall NT IRB competition has been a focus over the 
last couple of years and it is great to see our athletes 
developing the sport which In turn contributes to their 
lifesaving abilities. 
 

Northern Territory Championships 
Hosted by Darwin SLSC our NT championships kicked off 
on Saturday 20th September 2014 with the junior events 
and concluded on Sunday 21st with senior events. I 
would like to thank Darwin SLSC for the contribution to 
the NT champs in 2014, the club provided a valuable 
work party and managed the catering along with 
putting on a patrol to aid water safety during the 
weekend.  
 

The NT champs saw a continued domination by Darwin 
SLSC in the point score with a whopping 1085 points at 
the conclusion of our pinnacle event. Point score from 
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the NT champs stands as below.  
 

The 2014 Age Champions are: 
 

U8 Female   Evelyn Swan (BM) 
U8 Male (Tie)  Lincoln Sinclair (DN) 
U8 Male (Tie)  Louis Rose (MB)  
U9 Female   Ella Padovan (DN) 
U9 Male   Forster Highland (DN) 
U10 Female   Amber Moore (MB) 
U10 Male   Flynn White (DN) 
U11 Female   Nova Kelly (BM) 
U11 Male   Oliver Stevenson (BM) 
U12 Female   Jenti White (DN) 
U12 Male   Martin Krantz (DN) 
U13 Female   Sonny Travnizek (MB) 
U13 Male   Raymon Clamp (MB) 
U14 Female   Jazmin Shipway Carr (BM) 
U14 Male   Peregrine Riggs (DN) 

 

...Competition cont’d 

Surfboat Champions!  Broome SLSC rowed into the gold medals in the Mens and Womens surfboat races. 

IRB racing is fast and furious!  This demanding event requires precision driving, quick reflexes and a high level of 
fitness and concentration.  In 2014 helmets became mandatory for patients.   
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U15 Female   Chelsea Lane (BM) 
U15 Male   Ryan Blenkinship (DN) 
U17 Male   Chad Blenkinship (DN) 
U19 Female   Tahni Gordon (MB) 
U19 Male   Matt Fox (DN) 
Masters Female  Carrie Selten (BM) 
Masters Male  Skip Hall (MB) 
Senior Female  Kiah Hazel (MB) 
Senior Male   Jack Castellarin (BM) 
 
First Aid  
The 2015 First Aid Championships were 
dominated by Mindil Beach SLSC with two 
high-scoring teams - Sam Edwards and Noah 
Marcroft (Team A) and Emma Koch and Luke 
Marcroft (Team B) The first aiders were 
confronted with a car accident on the beach, 
one patient who was unconscious behind 
the wheel and another with nasty 
lacerations on the leg. Both teams displayed 
excellent first aid  knowledge and skills in the 10 
minute, high pressure situation however in the 
end Mindil Team A prevailed. I strongly support 
the continuation of the first aid competition and 
would like to see more club support for this 
valuable competition. 
 
 

North Australian Championships 
For the second year in a row NT members went head-to-
head with over 20 clubs in North Queensland at the 
‘North Aussies’ in Mackay, Queensland, 24th - 26th of 
October.  It was a proud day for the Territory when our 
NT female athletes pulled off some amazing results in the 
open ski and board races on Sunday morning (26 Oct) at 
Harbour Beach in Mackay. A highlight was watching Tahni 

Gordon when she paddled 
brilliantly to become Open 
Womens Ski Champion for 
the 2014 North Australian 
Championships, not far 
ahead of Kiah Hazel, to 
produce a 1-2 result for the 
NT. 
 

Competing at the ‘North 
Aussies’ has been a rousing 
success and is a valuable 
event for NT athletes to 
attend for greater 
competition experience. 
Our attendance has also 
strengthened our ties with 
the North Queensland 
clubs. 
 

Pool Championships 
The Casuarina Pool 
provided 5 hours of 
fabulous pool lifesaving 
competition for all our 
juniors and senior 
competitors. The action was 

 

Competition cont’d... 

A serious accident on the beach?  No, just a serious First Aid  
Championship competition.  

Big thanks to ‘patients’ Julie, Gabrielle and Liam Salfus. 
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...Competition cont’d 

fast paced and a brilliant display in the U17 age 
category with rival competitors Luke Marcroft, 
Noah Marcroft and Chad Blenkinship finishing 
only seconds apart in the obstacles and manikin 
carry. A spirited rivalry between Darwin 
masters competitors Craig Croke and Wayne 
McMahon and Mindil Beach’s Tony Snelling and 
Skip Hall produced a heart-stoppingly close 
result in the Line Throw in favour of Snelling 
and Hall. In the Masters women Moira Wigley, 
a world lifesaving championships bronze medal 
winner in 2012, was the dominant force. 
 

Champion Lifesaver  
The champion lifesaver competition is a 
relatively new event in our NT sporting 
calendar, this was the second year the event 
has been run. Consisting of physical, practical 
and mental components the champion lifesaver 
tests candidate’s abilities across a number of 
areas rather than a single discipline. A CRP and 
live patient assessment is conducted along with 
a written exam and a range of physical events 
such as a beach sprint, surf swim and tube 
rescue. Each competitor receives a number of 
points for each event they complete, the 
highest accumulated point score is named the 
champion lifesaver.  
 

Twelve competitors entered the challenging 
champion lifesaver competition with Mindil 
Beach SLSC’s Emma Koch emerging as the 
overall Female Champion Lifesaver and 
clubmate Luke Marcroft as the overall Male 
Champion Lifesaver. 
 

Coaches and Officials  
Sport doesn’t happen without coaches and 
officials and I extend sincere and heartfelt 
appreciation to all our coaches and officials for 
their considerable volunteer dedication and 
support throughout 2014.   Surf Life Saving is a 
complex multi-disciplinary sport but the 
rewards are always there to see in the faces of 
our athletes as they engage with our great 
sporting events. 
 

Grant Barnett  
Director of Competition  

Sport doesn't happen without officials! 

Above: Georgia Koch.  Pool events are gaining in popularity. 

Above: Matt Fox completes on-line studies for his  
ASC Development Coach qualifications. 
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Youth Development 

Members, 
 

I love seeing the kids at the clubs and how they are 
developing and progressing not only in their 
lifesaving skills but in their personal development.  
 

Surf Lifesaving is an institution that looks after 
people; it’s about looking after your mates and the 
development of character and confidence at any 

age. Whilst it is always great seeing a young child 
developing these skills, it’s equally amazing to see 
these youth grow into inspiring leaders and share 
with up and coming lifesavers, surf sport 
participants or educators. 
 

At different times we lose youth to different 
sports, but other times it is because our own 

practices need reviewing.  There was a 
positive outcome of the quality and 
assurance project of ¾ boards for the 
purpose of increased participation and 
inclusiveness.   
 

The use of the boards goes in line with 
the SLSA Youth policy which celebrates 
inclusiveness and diversity.  The use 
could address issues such as safety, 
national relevance and increased 
participation and the trial was in direct 
response to feedback from nippers U12 
upwards.  ¾ Mals have been approved 
from a training point of view for U14’s 
who are small (for the board) and U12 
up with a bigger than the board. A 
proposal will be put forward to Sport to 
be able to use in competition. 
 

Jumping for joy on the beach at the NT Champs. 
With junior lifesavers like these we have a great future! 



In terms of being contemporary 
and relevant to youth we 
engaged youth on: 
 

1. from the Darwin clubs about 
more social/interclub 
networking – 1st interclub 
‘Youth Disco’ . 
 

2. Youth Engagement Program 
(YEPS) – development of 
linkages and resources. 
 

3. Youth Forum prior to SLSNT 
AGM to provide opportunity for 
‘Youth voice’ and direction of 
Youth Development Priorities 
prior to AGM. 
 

Our youth programs need to be 
in line with National SLSA policy 
and procedures but these 
policies are a reflection of all 
SLSA practices; therefore as 
Director I have: 
 

1. Ongoing involvement in the 
YDC – Youth Development 
Committee 
 

2. Youth Policy Review Working 
Group (Phase 1: Literature 
review, terms of reference, 
setting intentions and 
consultancy) 24th October, 
Sydney.  
 

3. SLSA Youth policy (Phase 2: 
consultancy phase) 14th 
November, Sydney 
 

4. Attended The Leaders’ 
Masterclass  program for 
current leaders in Mt Macedon, 
Victoria, May 2014 

 
 

Bridget Riggs 
Director of Junior Activities 
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Youth Development 

Our community-minded youth always turn out enthusiastically for the  
annual Darwin Harbour Cleanup in the July school holidays. 

Great work experience.   
On board our Offshore rescue Boat ‘Westpac Rescue 1’ U17 member Mitch 

Hardy (right) assists Jonathon Windsor from the Australian Institute of Marine 
Science with a water sample from the depths of the outer Darwin Harbour.  



Surf Club is amazing! 
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Turn it up in 2015!  
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Members, 
 

Community Programs 
During 2014 we enjoyed success with our innovative 
Surf ‘n Save lives Program at the Darwin Wave Lagoon.  
This program is a combination of recreation and 
resuscitation and was extended into National Youth 
Week.  It greatly impressed the participants, their 
families and the NT Office of Youth Affairs and program 
coordinator Sam Edwards made a great video of the 
week’s fun. 
 

In late 2014 we committed to delivering a ’Learn to 
Surf’ program.  We have registered the business name 
’Surfing NT’ and the first three 1-week courses were 
held in the January 2015 school holidays with great 
success. This program is aimed at children aged 6-13 
and has potential to feed new Nipper members into our 
clubs.  Big thanks to Dave Hooper and Jack Ryan for 

 

Education & Training 
being coaching backbone of this initiative. 
 

Commercial Training 
Surf Life Saving NT has developed an enviable 
reputation for the quality of its commercial training and 
we continue to expand our business with our core 
clients.  The courses in greatest demand are the First 
Aid Certificate, Advanced Resuscitation and Spinal 
Management and CPR.  This year we saw an expansion 
of services to the squadrons based at the RAAF Tindal 
airbase, just south of Katherine and continued interest 
in our Spinal management courses from Sports 
Medicine Australia. 
 

School Programs 
We have close ties with a number of schools who have 
factored our courses into the school curriculum.  This 
mainly comprises CPR, First Aid, Surf Rescue Certificate, 
Bronze Medallion/Certificate II in Public Safety and a 
range of outdoor education courses using boards and 
skis. 
 

Our clients always commend our staff on their ability to 
engage the school students and we have enjoyed high 
rates of success in all our programs.  
 

Accredited Training - RTO  
SLSNT delivers accredited training through auspicing 
arrangements with Surf Life Saving South Australia and 
this arrangement has been very satisfactory.  The 
support of the SLS SA Academy Manager, Joy Fisher, is 
greatly appreciated.   
 

During the year new changes to the HLT07 Health 
Training Package have been released with the new AID 
codes and these are now on scope.  
 

SLSNT Boat Safety Course  
SLSNT has developed a Recreational Boat Safety Course. 
The meeting was very encouraging and supportive of 
this new initiative and received endorsement from the 
NT Marine Safety Branch. All resources are ready to go 
into trial. The first course will be conducted in 2015.  
 

Club & Member Training 
Most training fro active lifesavers is conducted by our 
clubs but SLSNT has assisted clubs in a number of ways 
as well as delivering specialist courses throughout 2014. 
This has included: 
 

 Skills Maintenance:  a pre-season activity at the 
Darwin Recreation Lagoon for SRC, BM/Cert II 
and ART holders 

 Powercraft Courses:  ORB, RWC and IRB awards 

 Coaching: a major emphasis in 2014 was rolling 
out the new Australian Sports Commission 
coaching structure 
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A combined-club SRC/Bronze course was conducted in 
the July school holidays thanks to help from 

experienced Training Officer Rick Dalgrin (right) 

Above:  Learning to surf has become a popular SLSNT 
school holiday program  



SLSA Education 
SLSNT has provided 
significant input to 
national publications 
and issues during 2014.   
 

This has included a 
major revision of the 
SLSA Public Safety and 
Aquatic Rescue Manual 
and its publication in 
mid-2014.  This Manual 
recognises tropical 
lifesaving to a much 
greater degree in the 
text and in the photos.  
Alan Cross guided our 
NT Advisory Panel and 
we again fortunate that 
Tony Snelling was 
appointed to the 
Editorial Panel.   
 

Similarly, we have 
provided extensive feedback on the draft of the new 
SLSA Powercraft Manual, due for publication in 2015.  
 

Thanks 
The education activities of Surf Life Saving have been an 
enduring interest for me since I became involved in a 
Surf Club over 20 years ago.  Although I will be finishing 
up in my role at SLSNT in 2015 I will leave with many 
fond memories of  our fantastic volunteer members 
and our appreciative clients.   
 

To all the trainers and assessors who have deliver our 
programs I thank you from the bottom of my heart.  As 
a group you have been committed to maintaining the 
highest possible  standards throughout our education 
services.  
 

I believe education is  a major induction pathway for 
new members and a great enabler for existing members 
seeking new roles in Surf Life Saving; and for those two 
reasons alone it is worth the effort to do it well. 
 

Finally, thanks to my supportive husband Tony who has 
a great talent as an educator and continues to be a 
source of inspiration for me. 
 
 

Julie Snelling 
Training & Education Manager 

 

...Training & Education cont’d 
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Advanced Resuscitation Techniques 42 

Apply First Aid 145 

Cert IV in Training & Assessment 4 

Pain Management  9 

Spinal Management 21 

Bronze Medallion/Cert II Public Safety 57 

Training Officer 5 

IRB Crew 5 

Junior Activities Awards 115 

ORB Crew 4 

ORB Driver  3 

Rescue Water Craft Operator  7 

Resuscitation Certificate 45 

Silver Medallion Basic Beach Management 0 

Silver Medallion IRB Driver 4 

Silver Medallion Aquatic Rescue 8 

Surf Rescue Certificate 20 

Surf Official Level 1 4 

Surf Coach Level 1 / Development Coach 6 

Surf Coach Level 2 / Coach Facilitator 1 

Coastal Risk Assessor   1 

Awards 2014 

Above: Skip Hall (right) conducts a coaching course in March 2014  
for members of the Darwin, Gove Peninsula and Mindil Beach clubs. 



Gove Peninsula 
Surf Life Saving Club 
 

History will certainly record 2014 as one of the 
more challenging years in the clubs history.  The 
decision to close the alumina refinery had a huge 
effect on our close-knit membership and saw a 
steady stream of sad farewells.  Whilst on paper 
we only lost around 50 members from the 
previous year, we certainly did notice the drop in 
volunteers willing to help out. 
 

Whilst smaller in numbers our patrols performed 
their roles again without fuss or fanfare in what 
turned out to be a very quiet but satisfying season.  
Congratulations to: 
 

 Koby Snowden -  GPSLSC Junior Achiever of the 
Year 

 Savanne Canobie - GPSLSC U15 Lifesaver of the 
Year 

 Madelaine Barnett—awarded the GPSLSC 
Lifesaver of the Year award and also the SLSNT 
U19 Lifesaver of the Year. 

 Bintang Daly—awarded a Lifesaving 
Commendation by SLSNT for his part in 
providing assistance to 2 other passengers 
involved in a vehicle roll-over early in 2014.   

 

Last but certainly not least, a huge thank you to all 
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our members that put their hands up to help out 
with patrolling duties, especially a very successful 
Rotary Beach Volleyball Day patrol.    
 

As with many previous years our training 
department had another successful year qualifying 
the next wave of “Bronzies” and SRC’s.  
Congratulations to those members that were 
awarded their Bronze Medallions and Surf Rescue 
Certificates and we look forward to seeing you in 
your patrols on the beach next year.  Thank you to 
all our trainers and assessors, led by our Chief 
Training Officer Bernie Nixon, who for her efforts 
received the 2015 SLSNT Assessor of the Year. 
 

Our Nippers program achieved another successful 
year despite being down on numbers.  This year 
saw some 40 young Australians receiving their 
national surf awards.  Congratulations to Ali 
Snowden who soldiered on as Junior Coordinator 
despite constant issues with Marine Life and a lack 
of Age Managers to help out.  Unfortunately no 
competitions were held during the year but we are 
hopeful this will be reversed in 2015.  
 

As a member-based club we rely hugely on people 
putting their hands up to help out and without this 
we would certainly struggle .  I will take this 
opportunity to personally thank the following: 
 

 Tanya & Andreas Hoffman for coordinating our 
BBQ’s over the past year.  Under Tanya’s 

The Gove Peninsula Surf Life Saving Club enjoys a stunningly beautiful location in East Arnhem Land. 
The main local beach for Surf Club activities is Gadalathami (Town Beach). 
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control 2014 saw the 
introduction of a new system 
for our infamous Friday night 
BBQ.  This new system not 
only removed a huge work 
load from the club’s 
members it also put around 
$15000 into the banks of 
other like minded local 
organisations.  As recognition 
for her efforts Tanya 
received the inaugural “Dee 
Castelli Volunteer of the 
Year” award. 

 Our Nominee, Steve Roberts 
and his band of sidekicks 
who worked tireless work in 
keeping the bar running. 

 Pete Richards once again 
kept club looking its best. 

 

To all those members that 
helped out behind the bar, BBQ 
or around the club in 2014 I 
thank you all. 
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank all our club sponsors.  All our 
sponsors big or small are a vital part of our clubs 
success over the years and we hope that we can 
continue our association with you all in the future. 
To all those contractors that constantly help out 
with “in kind” assistance thank you so much for 
your continued support. 
 

Throughout 2014 we had to say farewell to so 

many of our long term members, a very sad case 
indeed.  On behalf of our members I wish them all 
the best for the next stage of their lives and hope 
that they will one day drop in and see how we are 
going. 
 

To the outgoing 2014 committee members thank 
you for your commitment and passion in serving 
our great club.  It has certainly been a pleasure 
working with you over the past 12 months.  I urge 
all members to give consideration to what they can 
do for their club in 2015, even the smallest thing 
can be a great help. 
 

Lastly 2015 should be a great year for our fantastic 
club. We are fully committed to the bar and 
kitchen renovations which should take the club 
well into the future.  We also very hopeful of 
having a full and rewarding competition season 
both locally and within the NT, namely the NT 
Titles which will be held in Broome.   
 

Grant Barnett 
President  

  

Gove Peninsula Nippers learn heaps of water safety and social skills  
through Surf Club programs.  
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ties. 
 

Our annual Fannie Bay Open Water Swim Classic was 
well attended and an awesome effort was put in by our 
members for water safety and the general manage-
ment of the event.  The event was very well supported 
by our sponsors and allowed us to purchase a new ATV 
(All Terrain Vehicle) to ease the duties of our patrol 
teams. Many thanks to Surf Life Saving NT and the 
Mindil Beach Surf Club for their assistance in regards to 
the water safety on the day.   
 
This year we also purchased a new Inflatable Rescue 
Boat (IRB) hull, which the NT Team competed with at 
the National IRB Championships. The Darwin members 
in this team consisted of Bec De Grandi, Matt Fox and 
Wayne McMahon and they gained a great deal of com-
petition skill from this experience.  
 

A new Surfboat was also purchased and became a great 
asset to the club’s boat crews - the ‘Bradbury Sting-
ers’ (Martin Fleming, Martin Koch, Steven Krohn, Craig 
Croke and Greg Edwards as the sweep) and the ‘Darwin 
Boat People’ (Carrie Turner, Tanya Hollamby, Jo Gardi-
ner, Lee-anne Kelly and Bob Creek as sweep).  They 
competed on the national stage in at the ASRL Open 
competition in February 2015 and acquitted themselves 
very well in the NSW surf. 
 

Painting of the clubhouse was finally completed by the 
Inpex Community support team, many thanks for this 
enormous task. 
 

We were also given an opportunity to participate in 
conjunction with the Lion’s club at the annual Darwin 
City Council’s Carol’s by Candlelight event which proved 
another successful sponsorship event raising $3000. 
Many thanks, to all of our club members, parents and 
Nippers alike who assisted on the night. 
 

Darwin 
Surf Life Saving Club 
 

It is time now to reflect on the achievements we experi-
enced as a Club during the past season. 
 

Our season kicked off with Andrew McGuiness, who 
also happens to be the SLSNT President and Siobahn 
Tonks joined by Luke Marcroft from Mindil SLSC at the 
ANZAC Dawn Service in Darwin where they laid a 
wreath on the steps of the Cenotaph on behalf of all NT 
members. 
 

We were also delighted earlier this year when Her Hon-
our Sally Thomas the Administrator of the Northern 
Territory conferred an annual Administrator’s Medal on 
Surf Life Saving NT, the inaugural recipient being our 
very own and very worthy Mr Bob Creek. 
 

A new radio repeater that linked Darwin SLSC, adjacent 
beach areas and areas north of Lee Point into the SLSNT 
repeater at Gardens Hill was also initiated before the 
start of the season. This vital link will benefited not only 
the Darwin Surf Club’s beach patrols but also the SAR 
(Search and Rescue) Team operations.  
 

Once again, we can say No Lives Lost during the season. 
As a Surf Life Saving Club, we should never forget that 
this is and will always be our primary objective. 
 

As a Club we are extremely fortunate to have a fantas-
tic team of members who have dedicated their service 
to this objective and as such, they freely devoted their 
time to keeping our beach safe and expect nothing in 
return. Worthy of mention are our patrolling members 
who have over 250, 500 and even 1000 hours of patrol 
service and all the members who have achieved an 
award to enable them to perform these volunteer du-

7 points. 
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We had the honour of hosting the Northern 
Territory Surf Life Saving Titles for 2014 which 
was a successful competition for us once again 
as we took out first place with our fantastic 
Nippers having an awesome competition 
which added a lot to our pointscore. This com-
petition took place due to the hard work, or-
ganisation and cooperative spirit of Surf Life 
Saving NT staff, Mindil Beach, Broome and 
Gove Peninsula clubs. Thank you to all of you 
that assisted in the lead up and on the day it 
was sterling effort by all, 
 
Our annual end-of-season awards were a great 
opportunity to celebrate the 2014 season. 
Special congratulations must go to the follow-
ing outstanding members on their awards: 

Trainer of the Year 
Bridget Riggs 
 

Official of the Year 
Beryl Edwards 
 

Assessor of the Year 
Lee-anne Kelly 
 

President’s Award 
Rob Van Wessel 
 

Blake Loader Award 
Siobhan Tonks 
 

Guts and Determination Award 
Heather Stanley 
 

Special Mentions 
Martin Flemming/Stephen Krohn 
 

Athlete of the Year 
Chad Blenkinship 
 

Volunteer of the Year 
Ray Hall 
 

U17 Lifesaver of the Year 
Chad Blenkinship,  
 

U19 Lifesaver of the Year 
Mathew Fox 
 

Lifesaver of the Year 
Bridget Riggs 

 

All members have done a great job throughout the 
season and deserve all the accolades. 
 

Hot off the press the board has endorsed the leasing of 
the old gym at the southern end of the club house to 
be tendered out to  "Café de la Plage" which will pro-

vide a new look café for the Casuarina costal reserve. 
At this stage it looks to be opening for the start of the 
dry season and our patrolling season in 2015. 
 

My thanks and sincere appreciation to all of our 
members who have put their hand up and utilised 
their talents, skills and expertise to support me as 
President and the club over the past season, I look 
towards 2015 with anticipation of another great sea-
son for the Darwin Surf Life Saving Club. 
 

Craig Croke 
President 

Above:  Darwin Surf Club members competed on the national stage 
in at the ASRL Open competition in February 2015 and acquitted 

themselves very well in the NSW surf. 

Above:  Making new friends!  Two members from Broome SLSC (left) 
chat with Darwin Surf Club members at the NT Champs hosted by 

Darwin SLSC.  It’s Broome’s turn in 2015. 
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Mindil Beach 
Surf Life Saving 
Club 
 

Anyone who has visited Mindil 
Beach in 2014 will have noticed 
the bright red and yellow shirts 
of our lifesavers volunteering 
their time to ensure a safe and 
enjoyable time was had by all at 
the magnificent Mindil Beach. 
Whether you are a beach goer 
who like to take a swim on one 
of Darwin’s most iconic beaches 
or head down to the sensational 
Mindil Beach Sunset Markets 
you can be assured there will 
always be a Mindil Beach Life-
saver around to lend a hand.  
 

The clubs commitment to 
lifesaving has been 
unwavering and I can 
happily report that ‘no 
lives were lost’ on 
Mindil Beach during our lifesaving 
patrols in 2014. As a club we are very proud of 
our lifesaving standards and delighted we were 
recognised as national trail-blazers with our com-
mitment to paperless patrols.  A total of 733 
hours of lifesaving service were provided by the 
club to the community. I would like to personally 
thank those members who have been involved in 
providing water safety to all our events including 
Triathlons, Blood Sweat & Fears, Beer Can Re-
gatta, CanTeen, Open Water Swims, Fannie Bay 
Swim, Nippers, Jog for Jugs, Mindil Wave Riders 
and many more.  
 

In sport the Mindil Beach SLSC had its most suc-
cessful competition season ever in 2014.  The 
club’s surf ski paddlers dominated SLSNT’s Terri-
tory Ocean Paddling Series (TOPS) winning all sin-
gle surf ski age group categories. 
 

Emma Koch and Luke Marcroft continued their 

dominance in the Female and Male Cham-
pion Lifesaver competitions respectively 
while in the NT First Aid championship 
we scored Gold and Silver! 
 

At the NT Junior and Senior Champs we 
built our highest pointscore ever with a thrilling 
display of sporting prowess in a huge range of 
events for juniors, seniors and Masters.  
 

At the North Australian Championships in Mac-
kay, Queensland 24-26 October 2014, it was a 
proud day for the club when Tahni Gordon pad-
dled brilliantly to become Open Womens Ski 
Champion while not far behind was Kiah Hazel - a 
1-2 result for Mindil Beach!  Twin brothers Noah 
and Luke Marcroft won silver in the Open Mens 
Ski and Open Mens Board races respectively – a 
remarkable result for two outstanding young 
men who only turned 17 the previous month. 
And in a double ski blitz Noah Marcroft and Skip 
Hall won the Open Male Double Ski while Tahni 
Gordon and Kiah Hazel took out the Open Female 
Double Ski.  There was also an excellent silver 
medal in the Masters Double Ski for interclub 
combination Wayne McMahon (Darwin SLSC) & 
Tony Snelling. Our members also competed in 
IRB racing and really blew the Queenslanders 

Above L-R: Mindil Beach lifesavers Leah Crowe and Emma Koch.   
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away!  At the end of the IRB events Mindil Beach 
was named 2014 North Aussies Champion IRB 
Club!   
 

This regional championships in Queensland is 
well worth supporting again in 2015.  Big thanks 
to Darwin SLSC for their collaboration with this 
event. 
 

Mindil Beach SLSC has formed valuable relation-
ships with many organisations over the last cou-
ple of years however I would like to mention the 
support from: 
 

 Mindil Beach Sunset Markets - great part-
ners at a great beach!  

 Ward Keller - for the donation of key items 
of lifesaving equipment 

 Northern Territory Recycling Solutions 
(NTRS) - valued competition sponsor  

 Surf Life Saving NT – for providing great 
leadership in the emergency services and a 
suite of inspiring sports events 

 Surf Life Saving Australia – amazing na-
tional support programs and sports events 

 NT Government Department of Sport and 
Recreation - various essential grants.  

 Australian Government - for providing 
each club in Australia with a lifesaving 
equipment grant worth $5,000 which has 
enabled the club to purchase a brand new 
emergency care kit.  

 

With the valuable support from these generous 
organisations our club would not be where it is 
today thank you.  
 

Our annual awards night was held on Cullen Bay 
beach and I am proud to report the following 
members who have received awards on the 
night.  
 

 President’s award: Suzette Moore 
 Best Club member: Alison Montgomery 
 Best Patrol member: Aaron Cochrane 
 Best Youth member: Gabby Salfus 
 

Along with the Mindil Beach presentation the 
Surf Life Saving NT awards night was very suc-
cessful for the club with 5 members taking away 
awards and commendations: 
 

Volunteer of the Year: Alison Montgomery  
Lifesaver of the Year: Aaron Cochrane  
Coach of the Year: Skip Hall 
Athlete of the Year: Tahni Gordon  
Lifesaving Commendation: Luke Marcroft 
 

A special mention is deserved for our youth mem-
bers who have represented the club with considera-
ble pride and distinction during 2014.  They have 
forged the excellent relationship with CanTeen—an 
organisation that supports teenagers affected by 
cancer, and they have shown an outstanding com-
mitment to all aspects of our club—sport, lifesaving, 
youth development and community engagement.  
Club initiatives such as a visit to the Darwin Air 
Traffic Control Tower, help our youth discover more 
about their community and help them shape their 
pathway to becoming citizens in our community.  
 

As we head into 2015 and beyond I am proud to 
represent the Mindil beach Surf Life Saving Club and 
would extend my thanks to all our members for the 
dedication to improving water safety in our commu-
nity and helping shape our club such into such a 
fantastic organisation.  
 

Sam Edwards 
President 

Above:  Aaron Cochrane - Mindil Beach SLSC Director 
of Lifesaving and SLSNT Lifesaver of the Year 



   
 

Male 

 
 

Female 

 
Total  
2014 

 
 

Last Year 

Junior Activity Member (5-13 years) 69 75 144 155 

Cadet Member (13-14 years) 9 11 20 20 

Active (15-18 yrs) 11 9 20 23 

Active (18 yrs and over,  
includes Active Reserve) 

98 82 180 188 

Award Member 2 3 5 6 

Long Service 1 0 1 1 

Associate  20 32 52 55 

Life Member 24 9 33 32 

General 267 251 518 534 

Academy (Community) 942 663 1605 1530 

TOTALS 1443 1135 2578 2,544 

Membership was relatively stable in 2014 with 
some small but significant decreases occurring—
mainly due to the difficult year experienced by our 
pioneer club in the Top End—Gove Peninsula Surf 
Life Saving Club.   
 

The closure of the Rio Tinto refinery and the large 
scale reduction in the workforce that are resident 
in Nhulunbuy started to show effects in 2014.  To 
the mining company’s credit staff made redundant 
were able to remain in the town until they had 
secured their future plans and this helped 
community organisations such as the Surf Club to 
retain valuable members for a period of time.  
Further effects are expected in 2015. 
 

A brighter note is the retention of members 
overall.  Retention rates are calculated from the 
SurfGuard national database and show 
encouragingly high rates of retention in our three 
main active clubs—Gove Peninsula (90.55%), 

Membership Statistics 2014 
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Darwin (92.65%) and Mindil Beach (99.03%). 
 

It is very pleasing to note that Surf Life Saving in 
the Northern Territory continues to attract 
members in the junior and active lifesaver 
categories at an almost 50/50 gender split.  During 
the last 5 years there has been a steady rise in 
female participation and our membership is now 
very reflective of the wider community.  This 
gender balance is a positive influence in our club 
and NT culture.  
 

Comparing our vital membership statistics to 
national data there is significant congruence with 
national trends.  Our main recruiting points are 
Nippers, Cadets and Nipper parents while our 
challenge in membership retention is in the 18-29 
years group -   a common theme across many NT 
sports. 
 

Tony Snelling 
CEO 



Members, 
  
I am pleased to furnish this report to members for the 
2014 season and to offer the 2014 Auditor’s Report on 
the following pages. 
  
I would like to thank SLSNT President, Andrew 
McGuiness, and CEO Tony Snelling, for their advice 
and valued contribution to the Finance & Budget 
Committee. The year has met our financial 
outcomes and there have been no extraordinary 
issues for the Committee to deal with.  Appreciation 
is also recorded to Suzette Moore for her 
outstanding diligence in the administration of all 
aspects of our accounts. 
  
Our SAR assets, primarily the Offshore Rescue Boat 
(ORB), Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (RHIB) and Rescue 
Jet Skis have served our operational requirements 
well but it is imperative we replace the ORB in 
2015.  Also in need of replacement are the Mindil 
Beach Lifeguard ATV and it would be prudent to 
replace the 2012 Seadoo RWC – both are eligible for 
subsidy through the national BRP sponsorship 
program.  The 2013 Seadoo RWC should be retained 
for a further 12 months. 
  
SLSNT vehicles are also an important operational 
assets. The replacement of SLSNT vehicles was 
deferred in 2013 and we are grateful for the 
donation of two vehicles from other State Centres 
during 2014 – the Mazda Bravo utility from SLSWA 
and the Mitsubishi Triton Dual Cab utility from 
SLSQ.  An asset replacement plan for these vehicles 
needs to take effect in 2016 to avoid excessive repair 
and maintenance costs. 
  
I am very pleased to report that the Auditor, KPMG, 
fully endorsed the financial management of the 
organisation. Their audit of our assets, accounts and 
financial transactions has been very thorough and I 
am very satisfied with the following Auditor’s 
Report for the period 1 January 2014 to 31 
December 2014.  On the advice of the Auditor, and 
to reflect current Australian accounting standards, 
we have removed the  ‘Provision for Building’, 
posted as a $343,883 liability on our Balance Sheet 
since 2009, and this amount is now reconciled 
through the ‘Statement of profit or loss’ as 
contributing to ‘Other Income’. 
  
I look forward to tabling this financial report at the 
Annual General Meeting for the approval of members. 
   

Michael Gough 
Treasurer 

Assets & Finance 
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Above: The SLSNT Offshore Rescue Boat is scheduled for  
replacement in 2015-16.  The former NT Government Marine 
Safety Vessel has given us distinguished services since 2010. 

Above: Our 5.5m Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (RHIB) is 
followed by a Seadoo 155 GTi  rescue jetski .  These versatile 
vessels are excellent for inshore  operations and water safety 

for events on the Darwin Harbour.  
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Annual Financial Statement  

Statement by the Committee 

In the opinion of the Surf Life Saving Northern Territory Incorporated:  
 

- The Association is not a reporting entity;  
- The financial statements and notes, set out on pages 36 to 41, are drawn up, in 
accordance with the statement of compliance and the basis of accounting described in 
Note 2, so as to present fairly the financial position of the Association as at 31 December 
2014 and its performance, as represented by the results of its operations, for the year 
ended on that date;  
- The accounts of the Association have been properly prepared and are in accordance with 
the books of the Association; and  
- There are reasonable grounds to believe that the Association will be able to pay its debts 
as and when they become due and payable.  

 
We confirm as follows:  
 

The name of each committee member of the Association during the financial year was:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The principal activities of the Association during the financial were:  

 
Participate as a member of a single uniform entity, through and by which, surf lifesaving 
and the preservation of life in the aquatic environment in Australia is conducted, 
encouraged, promoted and administered.  
 
To provide for the conduct, encouragement, promotion and administration of surf 
lifesaving through the Northern Territory for the mutual and collective benefit of the 
members and surf lifesaving in the Northern Territory.  

 
The net profit of the Association for the relevant financial year was $404,840.  

 
Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Management Committee.  
 

      MGough 
       

 
 Andrew McGuiness      Michael Gough 
 President         Treasurer  
 
Dated at Darwin this 19th day of March 2015 

  
President 

  
Andrew McGuiness 

Vice President Michael Gale 
Treasurer Michael Gough 
Public Officer Paul Walsh 
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Independent Audit Report (cont’d) 
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The accompanying notes form part of the financial report and are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report. 

Statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income 
For the year ended 31 December 2014 

  Note 2014 2013 

   $ $ 

     
Revenue 5 2,168,940 2,091,735 

     

Other income  373,137 102,248 

     
Expenses 6 (2,164,071) (2,141,364) 

       
Result from operating activities  378,006 52,619 

       
Finance income  26,834 19,721 

     
Profit for the period  404,840 72,340 

Other comprehensive income  - - 

     
Total other comprehensive income for the period  404,840 72,340 

Annual Financial Statement  

  Accumulated 
Funds 

Total 
Equity 

  

Balance at 1 January 2013 
  

563,579 563,579 

Profit for the period 72,340 72,340 

  
Other comprehensive income 

  
- 

  
- 

      

Balance at 31 December 2013 635,920 635,920 

      

Balance at 1 January 2014 
  

635,920 635,920 

Profit for the period 404,840 404,840 
  

Other comprehensive income 
  

- - 

Balance at 31 December 2014              1,040,760   1,040,760 

      

Statement of changes in equity 
 For the year ended 31 December 2014 
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Statement of financial position 
as at 31 December 2014 

    2014 2013 

  Note $ $ 

Assets       

        

Cash and cash equivalents 7 476,517 320,357 

Trade and other receivables   109,626 130,464 

Investments 8 576,385 545,833 

Prepayments   4,661 - 

  
Total current assets 

    
1,167,189 

  
996,654 

        

Property, plant and equipment 9 76,161 99,631 

  
Total non-current assets 

    
76,161 

  
99,631 

  
Total assets 

    
1,243,350 

  
1,096,285 

  
Liabilities 

      

        

Trade creditors   7,580 52,169 

Other payables   59,531 20,240 

Deferred income   82,477 - 

  
Total current liabilities 

   
149,588 

  
72,409 

        

Provision   53,002 387,956 

        

Total non-current liabilities   53,002 387,956 

  
Total liabilities 

    
202,590 

  
460,365 

  
Net Assets 

    
1,040,760 

  
635,920 

  
Equity 

      

        

Accumulated funds   1,040,760 635,920 

  
Total equity 

    
1,040,760 

  
635,920 

Annual Financial Statement  
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1. REPORTING ENTITY 
Surf Life Saving Northern Territory Incorporated (the “Association”) 
is an Entity domiciled in Australia. The address of the Association's 
registered office is: 
 62 Aralia Street,  
 Nightcliff 
 NT 0810 
 

The Association is a volunteer based, not-for-profit community 
service organisation and primarily is involved on providing an 
essential lifesaving service to the Northern Territory community. 
 

The Association is not a reporting entity because in the committee’s 
opinion there are likely to exist users who are able to command the 
preparation of reports tailored so as to satisfy all of their information 
needs. Every attempt has been made to satisfy the requirements of the 
association’s Constitution and the Associations Act. 
 

2.  BASIS OF PREPARATION 
(a)  Statement of compliance 
The special purpose financial report has been prepared in accordance 
with the requirements of the recognition and measurement aspects of 
all applicable Australian Accounting Standards (AASBs) adopted by 
the Australian Accounting Standards Board (AASB) and other 
authoritative pronouncements of the AASB that have a material 
effect. 
 

The financial report does not include the disclosure requirements of 
the following pronouncements having a material effect: 
 

AASB 101 Presentation of Financial Statements 
AASB 107 Statement of Cash Flows 
AASB 7      Financial Instruments: Disclosures 
AASB 124  Related Party Disclosures 
 

The financial statements do not comply with International Financial 
Reporting Standards (IFRS) adopted by the International Accounting 
Standards Board (IASB). 
 

The financial statements were approved by the Management 
Committee on 19 March 2015. 
 

(b)  Basis of measurement 
The financial statements have been prepared on the historical cost 
basis. 
 

(c)  Functional and presentation currency 
These financial statements are presented in Australian dollars, which 
is the Association's functional currency. 
 

(d)  Use of estimates and judgements 
The preparation of financial statements requires management to make 
judgements, estimates and assumptions that affect the application of 
accounting policies and the reported amounts of assets, liabilities, 
income and expenses. Actual results may differ from these estimates. 
Estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing 
basis. Revisions to accounting estimates are recognised in the period 
in which the estimate is revised and in any future periods affected. 
 

Estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing 
basis. Revisions to accounting estimates are recognised in the period 
in which the estimate is revised and in any future periods affected. 
 

(e)     Initial application of a new Australian Accounting Standard 
 

AASB 1053 Application of Tiers of Australian Accounting Standards 
(AASB 1053) is first applicable for financial years beginning on or 
after 1 July 2013.  The Association is not required to apply AASB 
1053 as it is not publicly accountable, nor a reporting entity and is 
preparing special purpose financial statements.  Should the 
Association be required to prepare general purpose financial 

statements in the future, as the Association is not considered to be 
publicly accountable, AASB 1053 will require reduced disclosure 
requirements to be applied in respect of all applicable Australian 
Accounting Standards. 
 

3.  SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
The accounting policies set out below have been applied 
consistently to all periods presented in these financial statements. 
 

(a)   Non-derivative financial instruments 
Non-derivative financial instruments comprise trade and other 
receivables, cash and cash equivalents, other investments, loan 
receivables and trade and other payables.  Non-derivative financial 
instruments are recognised initially at fair value plus, for 
instruments not at fair value through profit or loss, any directly 
attributable transaction costs. Subsequent to initial recognition 
non‑derivative financial instruments are measured as described 
below.  
 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Cash and cash equivalents comprise cash balances and call deposits 
with original maturities of three months or less from acquisition 
date that are subject to an insignificant risk of changes in fair value 
and are used by the Association in the management of its short term 
commitments.  
 

Receivables 
Receivables are financial assets with fixed or determinable 
payments that are not quoted in an active market. Such assets are 
recognised initially at fair value plus any directly attributable 
transaction costs. Subsequent to initial recognition, loans and 
receivables are measured at amortised cost using the effective 
interest method, less any impairment losses. 
Receivables comprise cash and cash equivalents, other investments 
and, trade and other receivables. 
 

Other 
Other non-derivative financial instruments are measured at 
amortised cost using the effective interest method, less any 
impairment losses. 
 

(b) Impairment 
 

(i) Financial assets 
A financial asset is assessed at each reporting date to 
determine whether there is any objective evidence that it is 
impaired.  A financial asset is considered to be impaired if 
objective evidence indicates that one or more events have 
had a negative effect on the estimated future cash flows of 
that asset. 
An impairment loss in respect of a financial asset measured 
at amortised cost is calculated as the difference between its 
carrying amount, and the present value of the estimated 
future cash flows discounted at the original effective 
interest rate.  
Individually significant financial assets are tested for 
impairment on an individual basis.  The remaining financial 
assets are assessed collectively in groups that share similar 
credit risk characteristics. 
All impairment losses are recognised in profit or loss.   
 

An impairment loss is reversed if the reversal can be related 
objectively to an event occurring after the impairment loss 
was recognised.  For financial assets measured at amortised 
cost, the reversal is recognised in profit or loss.  For 
available‑for‑sale financial assets that are equity 
securities, the reversal is recognised directly in equity. 
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(ii) Non‑financial assets 
The carrying amounts of the Association’s non‑financial 
assets, other than inventories are reviewed at each reporting 
date to determine whether there is any indication of 
impairment.  If any such indication exists then the asset’s 
recoverable amount is estimated.  For goodwill and intangible 
assets that have indefinite lives or that are not yet available for 
use, the recoverable amount is estimated each year at the same 
time.  The recoverable amount of an asset or cash-generating 
unit is the greater of its value in use and its fair value less 
costs to sell.  In assessing value in use, the estimated future 
cash flows are discounted to their present value using a pre-
tax discount rate that reflects current market assessments of 
the time value of money and the risks specific to the asset.  
For the purpose of impairment testing, assets are grouped 
together into the smallest group of assets that generates cash 
inflows from continuing use that are largely independent of 
the cash inflows of other assets or groups of assets (the “cash-
generating unit”).  The goodwill acquired in a business 
combination, for the purposes of impairment testing, is 
allocated to cash-generating units that are expected to benefit 
from the synergies of the combination. 
An impairment loss is recognised if the carrying amount of an 
asset or its cash‑generating unit exceeds its recoverable 
amount.  Impairment losses are recognised in profit or loss.  
Impairment losses recognised in respect of cash‑generating 
units are allocated first to reduce the carrying amount of any 
goodwill allocated to the units and then to reduce the carrying 
amount of the other assets in the unit (group of units) on a pro 
rata basis. 

 

An impairment loss in respect of goodwill is not reversed.  In 
respect of other assets, impairment losses recognised in prior 
periods are assessed at each reporting date for any indications 
that the loss has decreased or no longer exists.  An 
impairment loss is reversed if there has been a change in the 
estimates used to determine the recoverable amount.  An 
impairment loss is reversed only to the extent that the asset’s 
carrying amount does not exceed the carrying amount that 
would have been determined, net of depreciation or 
amortisation, if no impairment loss had been recognised. 
 

(d)  Employee benefits 
(i) Defined contribution plans 
A defined contribution plan is a post-employment benefit plan 
under which an entity pays fixed contributions into a separate 
entity and will have no legal or constructive obligation to pay 
further amounts.  Obligations for contributions to defined 
contribution plans are recognised as a personnel expense in 
profit or loss when they are due.  Prepaid contributions are 
recognised as an asset to the extent that a cash refund or a 
reduction in future payments is available. 
 

(ii) Other long‑term employee benefits 
The Association’s net obligation in respect of long‑term 
employee benefits is the amount of future benefit that 
employees have earned in return for their service in the 
current and prior periods plus related on costs; that benefit is 
discounted to determine its present value, and the fair value of 
any related assets is deducted.  The discount rate is the yield 
at the reporting date on government bonds that have maturity 
dates approximating the terms of the Association’s 
obligations. 
 

(iii) Termination benefits 
Termination benefits are recognised as an expense when the 

Association is demonstrably committed, without realistic 
possibility of withdrawal, to a formal detailed plan to 
either terminate employment before the normal retirement 
date, or to provide termination benefits as a result of an 
offer made to encourage voluntary redundancy.  
Termination benefits for voluntary redundancies are 
recognised as an expense if the Association has made an 
offer encouraging voluntary redundancy, it is probable 
that the offer will be accepted, and the number of 
acceptances can be estimated reliably. 
 

(iv) Short‑term benefits 
Short-term employee benefit obligations are measured on 
an undiscounted basis and are expensed as the related 
service is provided.  A liability is recognised for the 
amount expected to be paid under short‑term cash bonus 
or profit‑sharing plans if the Association has a present 
legal or constructive obligation to pay this amount as a 
result of past service provided by the employee and the 
obligation can be estimated reliably. 
 

(e) Provisions 
A provision is recognised if, as a result of a past event, 
the Association has a present legal or constructive 
obligation that can be estimated reliably, and it is 
probable that an outflow of economic benefits will be 
required to settle the obligation.  Provisions are 
determined by discounting the expected future cash flows 
at a pre‑tax rate that reflects current market assessments 
of the time value of money and the risks specific to the 
liability. 
 

(f)  Revenue  
(i)     Government grants 
Government grants are brought to account as income 
when the Association receives them. Unspent grants are 
transferred to an appropriate liability account. 
 

 (ii)    Goods sold 
Revenue from the sale of goods is measured at the fair 
value of the consideration received or receivable, net of 
returns, trade discounts and volume rebates. Revenue is 
recognised when the significant risks and rewards of 
ownership have been transferred to the buyer, recovery of 
the consideration is probable, the associated costs and 
possible return of goods can be estimated reliably, there is 
no continuing management involvement with the goods, 
and the amount of revenue can be measured reliably. 
 

(iii)   Services 
Revenue from services rendered is recognised in profit or 
loss in proportion to the stage of completion of the 
transaction at the reporting date. The stage of completion 
is assessed by reference to surveys of work performed. 
 

 (g)    Taxation 
The Association is considered to be exempt from income 
tax under section: 50-B of the Income Tax Assessment 
Act 1997, GST concession under division 176 A New 
Tax System: (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999 and 
FBT exemption under section 123D Fringe Benefits tax 
Assessment Act 1986. 

 

(h)  Property, plant and equipment 
Recognition and measurement 
Items of property, Plant and equipment are measured on 
the cost basis less depreciation and impairment losses.  
The carrying amount of plant and equipment is reviewed 
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annually by Directors to ensure it is not in excess of the 
recoverable amount from these assets. The recoverable 
amount is assessed on the basis of the expected net cash 
flows that will be received from the assets’ employment and 
subsequent disposal. The expected net cash flows have been 
discounted to present values in determining recoverable 
amounts.  
 

Depreciation 
Items of property, plant and equipment are depreciated from 
the date that they are installed and are ready for use, or in 
respect of internally constructed assets, from the date that the 
asset is completed and ready for use.  Depreciation is 
calculated to write off the cost of property, plant and 
equipment less their estimated residual values using the 
straight-line basis over their estimated useful lives.  
 

Depreciation is generally recognised in profit or loss, unless 
the amount is included in the carrying amount of another 
asset. Leased assets are depreciated over the shorter of the 
lease term and their useful lives unless it is reasonably certain 
that the Entity will obtain ownership by the end of the lease 
term.   
 
 

 

The depreciation rates used for the current and prior year are: 
 
Lifesaving Equipment 

2014 15-25% 
2013 15-25% 
2014 15-25% 
 

4   New standards and interpretations not yet adopted 
A number of new standards, amendments to standards and 
interpretations are effective for annual periods beginning after 1 
January 2014, and have not been applied in preparing these 
financial statements. Those which may be relevant to the 
Association are set out below. The Association does not plan to 
adopt these standards early.  
 

 AASB 9 Financial Instruments (2013) 

 AASB 9 Financial Instruments (2010), and  

 AASB 9 Financial Instruments (2009) (together AASB 9) 
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Our sponsors contribute to the success of Surf Life Saving in the NT.   
Please consider them with the opportunity of your business. 

 

 


