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SLSNT’s Ocean Thunder sees the return of IRB racing to the Northern Territory in 2020. The Series 

will feature four events, run from 15 February – 28 March 2020.  

Each event will see multiple IRB races take place.  

Ocean Thunder will provide participants the opportunity to practice valuable lifesaving skills - the 

races simulate rescue situations and test the abilities of drivers and crew. There is also an emphasis 

on fun and friendly competition in an open water environment.  

1. General  

a. Clubs will need to provide their own IRB’s and safety equipment to participate in Ocean 

Thunder.  

i. All IRBs and equipment shall comply with the specifications of SLSA, scrutineering 

conditions and rules as specified by SLSA through circulars and bulletins. 

ii. All IRBs must have an “Approved Surf Rescue Craft” plate affixed.   

b. Clubs are able to enter as many eligible crews as they wish into Ocean Thunder, providing 

they have enough IRB’s to support their crews.  

i. SLSNT will do their best to accommodate crews using the same boat in the same event 

but participation will not be guaranteed.  

c. Clubs are asked to nominate a Team Manager who will be SLSNT’s main point of contact in 

case of any late changes or questions.  

 

2. Registration & Entry Fee  

a. Entry to participate in Ocean Thunder is FREE.  

b. SLSNT asks that clubs manage their registrations and send through the team names, and 

names of the crew and driver in each team by email to Ella Tilling 

(ella@lifesavingnt.com.au) no later than 4.00pm on the Thursday prior to an event. 

c. Registration is open to members of SLSNT affiliated clubs who hold the relevant SLS awards. 

See 3. Eligibility for more details.  

d. On the day registrations will not be accepted.  

 

3. Eligibility 

a. Registration is open to all current members of an SLSNT affiliated club, that meet the 

following conditions.  

b. Drivers 

i. Be a minimum of seventeen years of age,  

ii. Hold a Bronze Medallion and be currently proficient as required by SLSA and  

iii. Hold an IRB Drivers Award and be currently proficient as required by SLSA.  
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c. Crew 

i. Be a minimum of sixteen years of age,  

ii. Hold a Bronze Medallion and be currently proficient as required by SLSA, and  

iii. Hold a current IRB Crewpersons Award and be currently proficient as required by SLSA 

 

d. Handler 

i. Be a minimum of fifteen years of age, and  

ii. Hold a Bronze Medallion and be currently proficient as required by SLSA.  

 

4. Minimum Safety Requirements 

Live Patients  

a. Due to timing of Ocean Thunder (Wet Season) live patients will not be used in the races. 

25kg floating training dummies will be used instead – these are SLS approved.  

b. SLSNT has 4 dummies that will be utilised.  

 

Clothing 

c. Drivers and Crew 

i. Wear SLSA approved level 50 Australian Standard lifejackets  

ii. Wear long sleeve shirt, ankle length pants/tights and socks 

iii. Gloves are recommended  

d. Handlers 

i. Wear ankle length pants/tights and long socks – stinger protection  

ii. Wear a distinctive high visibility vest deemed appropriate by SLSNT 

 

Equipment 

a. Use craft and equipment that is considered seaworthy and meets SLSA requirements. 

Checks will be carried out before each event.  

Equipment WILL NOT be supplied by SLSNT. All equipment will need to be supplied by the 

registering team and their affiliating club. This includes any fuels/oils, safety equipment 

and IRBs.  

5. Water Safety  

a. The safety of everyone involved is of paramount importance. SLSNT SAR Team will be asked 

to provide water safety with the appropriate number of members utilising SLSNT’s rescue 

assets.  

 

6. IRB Race Categories  

a. IRB Rescue 

b. Mass Rescue 

c. Team Rescue 

d. See Attachment A for individual race instructions 
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Please be aware that small modifications have been made to the usual SLSA IRB racing rules. 

These changes were necessary due to the local conditions (i.e. no live patients instead dummies 

will be used) and to ensure that the Series focussed on the growth of IRB racing and promoted 

a fun, friendly but safe Series.  

7. Results – Points  

a. All competitors will compete for ‘Ocean Thunder – IRB Champion Team 2020’ and the 

‘Ocean Thunder – IRB Champion Club 2020’.  

Ocean Thunder – IRB Champion Team 2020 

a. Each team that participates will be awarded points based on their finishing order in each 

race during the series. SLSNT will manage the points system which is as follows:  

1st  10 points 

2nd 8 points 

3rd  6 points 

4th 3 points 

5th+ 1 point 

b. Participants can be involved in more than one team combination; points will only accrue 
where the exact team combination is repeated.  

c. Points will only be awarded to the team, not the individual members of the team.  
 
Ocean Thunder – IRB Champion Club 2020 

a. Points accrued by teams will contribute to their clubs’ overall points tally.  
b. If a team is a composite team (made up of members from different clubs), the points 

accrued will be split evenly between the club that they represent. eg. One team member 
represents Darwin SLSC and the other represents Mindil Beach SLSC and they come 1st – 5 
points will be awarded to Darwin and 5 points awarded to Mindil.  
 

 
More Information  
SLSA Surf Sport Manual, 35th Edition July 2018 
https://www.manula.com/manuals/surf-life-saving-australi/surf-sports/1/en/topic/3-3-inflatable-
rescue-boat-ir-competition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.manula.com/manuals/surf-life-saving-australi/surf-sports/1/en/topic/3-3-inflatable-rescue-boat-ir-competition
https://www.manula.com/manuals/surf-life-saving-australi/surf-sports/1/en/topic/3-3-inflatable-rescue-boat-ir-competition
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Attachment A. IRB Race Categories 
 
IRB Surf Rescue 

1. Each team shall comprise one driver, one crewperson and one ‘patient/dummy’. 

2. The patient is positioned in the water by the lifesaving team.  

3. The crew shall proceed out to sea, manoeuvre around the turning can (to the port side 

of the IRB) pick up their patient and then return to shore. 

4. The driver and crew member must drag their patient over the finish line to be deemed 

finished. 

 

Mass Rescue 

1. Each team shall comprise one driver, one crewperson and a ‘patient/dummy’. 

2. The crew shall proceed out to sea, manoeuvre around the turning can (to the port side 

of the IRB) drop off their patient and then return to shore. 

3. The driver shall exit the IRB and run around an opposing marker near the start/finish 

line. At the shore, the crewperson controls the IRB and may turn it around. The handler 

is permitted to assist the crewperson to turn and hold the position of the boat.  

4. The crew shall proceed back out to sea, pick up their patient and then return to shore  

5. The driver and crew member must drag their patient over the finish line to be deemed 

finished.  

Team Rescue 

1. Each team shall comprise of two drivers, two crewpersons and a ‘patient/dummy’.  

2. The first crew (1 driver, 1 crew & 1 dummy) will position themselves at the start line 

3. The second crew (1 driver & 1 crew) will position themselves behind the first crew at the 

start line. 

4. The first crew shall proceed out to sea, manoeuvre around the turning can (to the port 

side of the IRB) drop off their patient and then return to shore. 

5. The driver is to turn off the IRB and the driver and crewperson shall exit the  IRB. 

6. The second crewperson crosses the changeover line and proceeds to the IRB once the 

first driver has left the IRB. 

7. The first and second crew persons turn and maintain control of the IRB. The driver is 

not permitted to help turn the IRB.  

8. The driver proceeds to the start/finish line, round their respective beach position 

marker and visibly tags the second driver who is positioned with their toes on or behind 

the start/finish line. The outgoing driver is not required to be stationary but the tag 

must occur within this changeover zone. 

9. The second driver proceeds to the IRB to restart and relaunch the IRB. The second 

driver must not start the motor until the one remaining first crewperson are clear of 

the boat. 
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10. The second crew shall proceed out to sea, manoeuvre around the turning can (to the 

port side of the IRB) pick up their patient and then return to shore. 

11. All 4 members of the team MUST cross the finish line to be deemed finished.  

 

 

 

 


